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above Vienna, and, crossing the river, attack us in rear by the right bank, at the same time raising the capital against us. In that case. Marshal Davout's corps, which was guarding Vienna and Bbersdorf, would certainly have made a stout resistance. But could it have beaten the whole of the enemy's army ? And, meanwhile, what would have become of the troops shut up on the island ?
The Emperor profited cleverly by the time which tha Austrians left him, and never was his prodigious activity better employed. Aided by the indefatigable Davout and his divisions, he did on the 23rd alone more than another general could have got done in a week. A well-organised service of boats brought provisions and ammunition to the island; the wounded were all got away to Vienna; hospitals were established; materials in great quantity collected to repair the bridges, build fresh ones, and protect them by a stockade ; a hundred guns of the largest calibre, captured in Vienna, were taken to Bbersdorf. By the 24th, communication with the island was re-established, and the Emperor marched Lannes' division, the guard, and all the cavalry on to the right bank, leaving only Mass6na's corps to fortify the island, and put in battery the big guns which had been brought up. This point being secured, the Emperor ordered Beraadotte's army corps, and the various divisions of the Germanic Confederation to come on to Vienna, which would enable him to repulse the Archduke in the event of his venturing across the river to attack us. A few days later we received a powerful reinforcement. A French army under Eug&ne Beauharnais, coming from Italy, took up its position on our right. I have not yet mentioned this army. At the beginning of the campaign it had experienced a check at Sacile; but a renewed attack on the part of the French resulted in the defeat of the enemy, who were* driven across the Alps. The Archduke John had been thrown back across the Danube into Hungary, which opened the communications between the Viceroy and the Grand Army, of which his troops henceforward formed the right wing, posted opposite Pressburg.Danube to a pointateful for my 1 General Pelet also contradicts the story.
